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Unwavering
Hope

FAITHBRIDGE FOSTER CARE 



WE BRING HOPE, HEALING, 
AND LOVE TO GEORGIA’S 
FOSTER CHILDREN. 

FOR GOD GAVE US A SPIRIT NOT OF FEAR BUT OF 
POWER AND LOVE AND SELF-CONTROL. 

2 TIMOTHY 1:7 (ESV)

Dear Ministry Partners,

To say I am amazed by all that God did through 
your support in 2020 would be an understatement. 
In a year where each one of our lives was 
directly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
God provided and your support exceeded our 
expectations. Thank you! 

We all faced challenges that no one could have 
predicted. 2 Timothy 1:7 became a verse that the 
FaithBridge staff leaned on, especially in those 
early days, as we adjusted how we serve families 
and children. Through it all, God continued to 
show us that we only need to put our trust in him 
and that he would guide our steps. 

Your faithful support helped 443 foster children 
spend 91,136 nights in loving Christian homes. 
Once again, 100% of the children in FaithBridge 
foster homes were kept safe during 2020. When 
many foster children in Georgia were being moved 
from home to home, 99% of foster children in 
FaithBridge homes found stability with one family. 

While the state of Georgia was under a stay-
at-home order, we were able to provide our 
foster license training virtually, one of the first 
in the state to do so. We saw a record number 
of families respond to the needs of foster 
children and pursue foster licensure during 
the months when we were in full lockdown. 

Our foster parents took on roles as home 
schoolers and their caregiving roles became even 
more crucial. They helped children visit with 
birth parents and therapists virtually — all while 
adoptions and reunifications slowed down 
throughout the state. 

In a year of so much uncertainty, you chose to give 
abundantly. This helped us shift from in-person 
training and family consultant visits to virtual. 
We were able to arrange for online support 
groups for our foster parents and we created new 
FaithBridge Institute webinars featuring experts 
in our field. 

As we look ahead, with all of the challenges we 
continue to face, we are still striving to fulfill the 
vision of serving 2000 more children between 
2019 and 2022. We trust that God will continue 
to guide us as we launch a new online learning 
management system (FaithbridgeU) for our 
FaithBridge foster parent training and consider 
more innovative ways we can serve children and 
families. 

Thank you again for all you do for FaithBridge 
Foster Care children and this ministry. We can’t do 
what we do without you.

Until every foster child experiences the hope, 
healing, and unconditional love of Jesus,

Bob Bruder-Mattson 
President and CEO
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Together
When children are brought in to foster care, they need families to help them heal from the trauma 
of neglect and abuse. FaithBridge Foster Care is the largest Georgia-based and Christ-centered 
child placing agency in the state. We partner with local churches to recruit, train, and support 
foster families and license them to provide community-based, short- and long-term traditional, 
medically fragile and therapeutic care for foster children in Georgia. 

Our vision is for every foster child to experience the hope, healing, and unconditional love of Jesus 
Christ and our mission is to mobilize, organize, and equip local churches to solve their community’s 
foster care crisis. 

We pioneered the Community of Care® model which is designed to surround every foster family 
with a network of volunteers and professionals providing the support they need to provide safe 
and stable homes for foster children. Each family is also paired with a FaithBridge Foster Family 
Consultant who will walk through the journey of foster care with them. 

Our families never foster alone >>

Bob Bruder-Mattson
President and CEO



In March our entire world changed. At FaithBridge we couldn’t put a pause on what we were doing 
like so many did. Within just a few weeks: 

• In-person meetings for foster parents and case workers were not possible.
• In-person visitations for foster children and their birth parents were halted.
• Courts that determine reunification or adoption were put on hold.
• Schools stopped meeting in person.
• Churches went virtual.
• FaithBridge Foster Care went virtual.

Our foster parents faced unprecedented changes in how they cared for their families and the 
foster children in their homes – FaithBridge didn’t miss a beat and quickly adjusted how we served 
them, while maintaining the integrity of care that is required for foster children. God gave our 
foster parents the strength they needed to maintain full-time jobs while arranging for online 
schooling, virtual birth parent visitation and video-conferenced visits with case workers, and  
therapists. Because of His provision, FaithBridge foster children experienced the hope, healing 
and unconditional love of Jesus safely in their homes.  

We are grateful that six months before the pandemic, God led us to create video training. This en-
abled us to bring our in-person training to the virtual world when in-person training was no longer 
possible, We saw hearts being stirred to serve — between March and May, FaithBridge provided 
foster license training to 124 people, compared with 84 people in 2019.  

God’s specialty is providing hope to the hopeless and this past year was no exception.  In these 
pages you will see how God has provided and blessed in unexpected ways.
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HopeHopeHopeDURING UNPREDICTABLE
CHANGE

FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

100% 
of FaithBridge foster  

children were kept safe 
within homes

99% 
of FaithBridge foster  

children found stability in one 
foster home



THE SAMUEL FAMILY
Joe and Lekha Samuel have been FaithBridge foster parents since 2018. Shortly after they were 
licensed they welcomed four-year-old John* into their home and almost one year later, three-year-
old Nicholas* joined the family and was eventually adopted. Their lives were forever changed.

While 2020 was a year to remember for many reasons, it presented acute challenges to Joe and 
Lekha, both healthcare workers, who had to accommodate both of the boys in virtual school as 
well as care for a newborn. 

“This past year, we have seen our kids become more reliant and trusting in God’s power and 
presence. We have seen them deal with disappointments and challenges with so much more 
maturity than their years. We’ve seen God’s hand in working through school and behavioral 
challenges in the way he’s brought the right people to us at the right time,” says Lekha. 

Ultimately, it’s about putting their hope in God. “We carry our worries to Jesus and he carries it 
all for us and we’re teaching the boys to do the same — knowing there are no answers to some 
questions, but trusting in His perfect plan.”

They look forward to 2021 when they will make things official with John and become his forever 
family.

*Names have been changed, and photos have been altered, to protect the identities of the children we serve. 
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HopeHopeHopeFOR FAMILY

FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

443
children were

served

91,936
nights children have been in 

Christian homes



THE SCHOLEN FAMILY
Tracey Scholen’s first connection with foster care was through a young woman 15 years ago. 
Margaret* spent most of her life in the foster care system and had never experienced the love of 
a forever family. “Even as an adult – she did not have a home to go to for holidays,” says Tracey. 

“It just broke my heart! I knew then that I wanted to be part of helping foster children and the 
families who care for them.”

Tracey and her husband, Jeff, explored the process of becoming licensed foster parents when 
God put that on hold and planted a new desire to be financial contributors. 

A licensed Realtor®, Tracey saw a connection between helping clients buy and sell homes and 
doing something to help children in foster care find safe “forever” havens of their own. Out of 
this vision, The Hāvn Group began. A portion of the Hāvn Group profits goes directly to ministries 
that actively help foster children and foster families, including FaithBridge Foster Care.

“Our hope for EVERY foster child is to know the unconditional love of Jesus through the 
unconditional love of a family. We desire every child to feel that their presence matters and that 
God created them with purpose!”
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HopeHopeHopeFOR SAFE HOMES

FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

128
 children were 

reunified with family

824 
people were introduced to 

foster care



THE COLLINS FAMILY
When Casey and Katherine Collins welcomed Sarah* and Steven* into their home in 2018, they 
embarked on a journey - investing time, care, and love into these children - that has transformed 
them all. 

This past year brought challenges at every turn including Zoom therapy meetings, online school 
and everything that comes with change for children who have already been through so much. To 
Katherine and Casey, who fostered two children before Sarah and Steven, it is worth it. “It’s worth 
the extra appointments, the added stress, the curious stares, the heartbreak, the unknown,” says 
Katherine. “It is worth building relationships with their families — learning to let go of pride and 
partnering and supporting their parents.”
  
The Collins attend church partner Decatur City Church and have been an amazing example of 
God’s love and grace, committed to providing a home for these children — no matter how long it 
is needed. In this case, it is forever.

They received a call in July informing them that the judge signed off on the paperwork and Sarah 
and Steven were “officially” part of the family. Rather than a ceremony at a courthouse, they were 
happy to be able to celebrate together and start this new chapter by taking family pictures in the 
park.

We know that Steven, who will stop mid-meal to hug his daddy, and Sarah, who has decorated her 
online dollhouse with her new family members, have a long road of love, hope, and healing ahead. 
“2020 has allowed us to slow down and enjoy more time at home as we settled into the routines 
of our post-adoption life,” Katherine states. “These kids are worth so much more than whatever 
might keep you from getting involved in some way with foster care.” 
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HopeHopeHopeFOR THE 
FUTURE

FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

78 
new licensed foster

families

38 
children were adopted by 

FaithBridge families



THE FAITHBRIDGE FOUNDERS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the FaithBridge Founders Scholarship supports foster 
families and foster youth as an investment in their future. 

Candidates must be:

• Graduating seniors, or have graduated, from a Georgia high school with a G.P.A. of 3.0 
or higher; and with plans to attend, or are attending, an accredited institution of higher 
education which offers a certificate, Associate’s degree or Bachelor’s degree

• Currently in foster care with a FaithBridge foster family, or an adoptee of a FaithBridge 
foster family

Each qualified candidate is required to submit an application and be willing to participate in an 
interview. Recipients will be awarded $2,000 to be applied to their education.

We are pleased to announce our 2020 recipients!

Julia attends Valdosta State University and is majoring in dental hygiene. Her career goals are to 
work in a dentist office for a few years and possibly start a business of her own in the future. “Your 
donations are going to help me succeed and push me even more towards my goals and fulfilling 
them. Thank y’all so much!”

Morgan, who was also our 2019 recipient, was recently adopted by her FaithBridge foster parents. 
This scholarship has helped Morgan during her sophomore year at Mercer where she is majoring in 
psychology and criminal justice.
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FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

35
days to achieve our fastest 

foster home licensing in 
FaithBridge history

7,575
hours of Christ-centered 

learning provided for foster 
parents 

HopeHopeHopeFOR SUCCESS



PIEDMONT CHURCH

Just as it has been for everyone, 2020 was a challenging year for Piedmont Fosters. It was also the 
year that Ministry Team Leaders (MTLs) Becci and Chris Morgan appreciated the Community of 
Care® even more. They saw the ministry become what it can and should be. “It was a year when a 
lot of the volunteers got the chance to really step in, help out and see first-hand how much they 
are truly needed to make this a successful ministry,” recalls Becci.  

Piedmont Fosters was able to come beside a family from another church that needed support. 
“They had two school-age foster kiddos and foster mom was expecting as well! I connected them 
to a young teacher within our church who was able to go over and help them a few days a week 
with virtual learning which helped ease some of the foster families’ load.” 

Their biggest lesson as a ministry team was not to wait for families to ask for help, but to be 
proactive  — and not just in the first few weeks but to stay alongside them no matter how long the 
journey is!

“We are most thankful for the opportunities God has given us to show his love to serve others 
and have the chance to show the love of Jesus to these kiddos and their families.”

             Hear more from the Morgans and other foster families >>
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HopeHopeHopeEXTENDED

FAITHBRIDGE by the numbers

8  
new church partners 

launched brand new foster 
care ministries

272 
indviduals went through  

foster parent training

In 2020 our 50+ active church partners felt the effects of the pandemic as well. While they  adjusted how they 

operate on every level, they also addressed how to support foster parents while social distancing. They all stepped 

up to the plate with solutions for their families. Here is Piedmont Church’s story. 



2020 FINANCIALS

REVENUE

Program Services.............................. 84%

Board Giving.......................................10%

Community Giving...............................6%

EXPENSES

Program Expenses............................ 89%

Management & General......................8%

Fundraising...........................................3%

84%

89%

10%

8%

6%

3%

Board of Directors and Executive Leadership
FAITHBRIDGE
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Achieved recognition as a certified 
Best Christian Workplace by Best 

Christian Workplaces Institute for the 
second year in a row, placing in the top 
4% of all organizations nationwide for 

2020 (Click to Learn More).

Recognized by the US Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as 
a foster care model for our work with 
birth families. (Click to Learn More).

FAITHBRIDGEAccomplishments
2020

continued on the next page

• Richard L. Jackson, Board Chair

• Michael Kendrick, Treasurer

• Wayne Stolz, Secretary

• Laurence Powell

• Charles Evans

• Bob Bruder-Mattson, President and CEO

Published a five-part series of articles 
on the Phases of Fostering with Focus 

on the Family. (Click to Learn More).

Delivered a presentation on data-
driven foster parent recruiting to 
the Secretaries Innovation Group 

(18 director/commissioner level state 
child welfare leaders 2020 Annual 

Conference).

https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FaithBridge-Certified-Best-Christian-Workplace-for-Second-Year.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FaithBridge-Certified-Best-Christian-Workplace-for-Second-Year.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FaithBridge-Certified-Best-Christian-Workplace-for-Second-Year.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FaithBridge-Certified-Best-Christian-Workplace-for-Second-Year.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FaithBridge-Certified-Best-Christian-Workplace-for-Second-Year.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FaithBridgeNationalModel0520.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FaithBridgeNationalModel0520.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FaithBridgeNationalModel0520.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FaithBridgeNationalModel0520.pdf
https://f7h2s3c3.stackpathcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FaithBridgeNationalModel0520.pdf
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/contributors/bob-bruder-mattson/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/contributors/bob-bruder-mattson/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/contributors/bob-bruder-mattson/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/contributors/bob-bruder-mattson/
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Gave a presentation to Capitol Hill 
staffers about the importance of faith-
based foster care through a Becket Law 

webinar.

Featured in Children’s Bureau 
publications for Foster Awareness Month 

because of successful birth parent 
reunification and connection with foster 

parents (Click to Learn More). 

Influenced the content of President 
Trump’s Executive Order on 

Strengthening the Child Welfare 
System for America’s Children.

Produced and implemented the Walking 
Through Grief and Loss in Foster Care 31-

day devotional for foster parents.

Garnered a combination of eight print, 
radio, and social media news articles about 

foster parent recruitment and training 
during the pandemic. (Click to Learn More).

Hosted the Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services in our 
office about the All-In Adoption 

Challenge—and were recognized in a 
national press release as a Community 

Partner. 

Conducted the workshop Walking Foster 
Families Through Grief at the Family Focused 
Treatment Association’s (FFTA) 34th Annual 

Conference.

2555 Northwinds Parkway, Suite 500
Alpharetta, GA 30009

faithbridgefostercare.org

FOLLOW US:

A look Ahead
FAITHBRIDGE

Hope Runs Deep - We continue to strive to fulfill our God-given vision of serving 2000 more 

children and we have raised nearly $1 million toward our $4 million goal and with your help we can 
reach it. Go to FaithBridgeFosterCare.org/2022 to learn more.

FaithBridgeU - We are launching a new online learning management system (LMS) for our 
FaithBridge foster parent training. This LMS, called FaithBridgeU, will be a one-stop location for 
foster parents to keep track of their training hours required by the state and will include new 
webinars featuring leading voices in our field. 

To receive regular updates on our latest news, subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter here. 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/rls20_birthmotherstory.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/rls20_birthmotherstory.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/rls20_birthmotherstory.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/rls20_birthmotherstory.pdf
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/in-the-news/
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/in-the-news/
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/in-the-news/
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/in-the-news/
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/in-the-news/
http://www.facebook.com/faithbridge
http://www.twitter.com/faithbridgegrp
http://linkedin.com/company/faithbridge-foster-care
http://www.youtube.com/faithbridgefostercare
http://faithbridgefostercare.org
http://FaithBridgeFosterCare.org/2022
https://www.faithbridgefostercare.org/newsletter/

