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These numbers tell  
a story - a story of 

thousands of  
foster children 
without homes.

13,500
That’s approximately 
how many children 

are in Georgia’s 
foster care system.

The estimated 
number

of licensed foster
families in Georgia.

4,300
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Dear FaithBridge 
Ministry Partner,

As I pause to reflect on our 
10 years of ministry and the 
impact we have had on the 
lives of 1,000 foster children, 
I’m humbled and speechless 
by what God has allowed us 
to accomplish together! 

In a few short pages we attempted to give you 
a brief glimpse of what your partnership with us 
has accomplished. We’ve chosen to highlight 
three powerful stories that demonstrate God’s 
redeeming and transforming love in action 
through our amazing staff, foster families, church 
partners, and volunteers. 

To tell the 10 year story, we’ve created an 
infographic that shows our impact at a glance 
that I hope blesses you as it does me. Plus, 
you’ll find a map that shows how our church 
partnerships have grown from one county and 
one church in the very beginning to what we  
have today. 

I hope you will see how God has been at work 
through our ministry to change the future for the 
children we have cared for and all those involved 
in their lives. It’s clear to me that God’s favor 
has been on FaithBridge and we praise God for 
his faithfulness! Thank you for partnering with 
us to share a decade of hope, healing and the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ with Georgia’s 
foster children and their families.  

Warmest regards,

Bob J. Bruder-Mattson
President and CEO
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The Problem:
There is a foster care crisis in Georgia, as the 
number of children under care has doubled in 
the last 5 years.  Some children may stay for a 
few nights, while others stay for years.  In 2016, 
the average stay in Georgia was 20 months.  
The opioid crisis has caused more children to 
become wards of the state, while their birth 
parents get the help they need in order for their 
children to be reunified with them.  

Our Community- 
based Solution
This is where FaithBridge Foster Care plays 
a vital role.  We work closely with churches 
to create growing and sustainable foster care 
ministries based on the FaithBridge Community 
of Care®.  FaithBridge is changing the way 
Georgia does foster care - one church and 
one community at a time - by creating more 
capacity for foster children to be placed in 
loving, Christian families. These families 
provide permanent, secure options to prevent 
children from bouncing around from one 
placement to the next - helping ensure the 
healing of the children in our care.

How We Create  
More Foster Parents
Foster care is part of an incredibly complex 
system that can feel overwhelming and 
confusing. FaithBridge aims to do all we can 
to simplify the process, making the process 
of becoming a foster parent manageable 
and attainable. Starting at training, we pair 
prospective foster families with a FaithBridge 
staff team member to walk through each of 
these steps and continue working alongside 
the family as they foster.

How We Help Churches  
Equip Foster Families
The FaithBridge Community of Care® helps 
foster families find resources, such as clothes, 
meals and toys. We also act as an extended 
family, providing respite services (overnight 
childcare), tutoring, babysitting, mentoring, 
transportation and other assistance. This kind 
of support encourages good, stable families to 
continue to foster.

VOLUNTEERS
Community 
of Care® 
Model No Direct Child Contact

Interacting with Foster Children

FOSTER
FAMILY

Tutor or 
Mentor

Ministry
Team

Leader & 
Coordinator

Routine
CaregiverDriver

Family
Consultant

Respite
Family

Clothing,
Meals &
Supplies

Babysitter

Child Welfare
Industry 

Professionals:
Case Managers, 

Family Court, State 
& County Officials, 

Schools, etc

Paid Professional

13,500

4,300
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love
In the past seven years, Michelle and Kyle 
Yeager and their biological children, Caleb 
and Emily, have welcomed 15 foster children 
to their home. Whatever the children’s issues, 
the Yeager’s have shown each one God’s 
unconditional love.

“Throughout the Bible, we are taught to look 
after the orphans, to defend the weak and 
fatherless, and rescue the needy,” said Emily, 
who’s 18 and has a passion for foster care. 
“These children did not choose the life they 
are being forced to live.”

In January 2016, 8-year-old Alex* came to 
live with the Yeager’s. Two months later, his 
brothers - 4-year-old Devon* and 2-year-old 
Tyler* - were also placed with the Yeagers.
 
They had many challenges with the boys - from 
school to behavior - but worked through all  
of them. 

Two months after all three boys began living 
with them, Michelle met their biological mom at 
a visitation.

“Her love for them was evident,” Michelle said. 
“She had been raised in foster care and I don’t 
think she trusted me at first. But once she saw 
how our family truly loved her children, cared 
for them, and included her (by phone and 
visits), she realized things could be different. 
So, together, we began working toward 
growing and learning.”
 
The families became so close during  
the process that even after reunification,  
they still have dinner together and attend 
church together.

Throughout their foster journey, the Yeagers 
have relied on their church’s Community 
of Care – WeFoster at First Baptist Church 
Woodstock.

“They have been a constant aid throughout all 
this,” Emily said. 

For all of the Yeagers, fostering has changed 
their lives in many ways.

“Being part of a family that can be reunited is 
amazing,” Michelle said. “Knowing that God 
used us to help is humbling. We both have 
family that we never expected to have. And 
God, just as He promised, continues to work in 
all of our lives.”

unconditional
An
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love
Last fall, when Oliver and Ashley Jones 
approached Dustin Schadt, their pastor at 
Northside Church in Roswell, about their 
desire to start a foster care ministry, he told 
them to run with it. And so they did. They 
had already attended one of FaithBridge’s 
Encounters and they thought it would be a 
great model to bring to Northside.
 
They reached out to Chuck Campbell, 
FaithBridge’s director of Community of Care, 
and begin exploring a partnership between 
Northside and FaithBridge.
 
By early 2017, they had everything in place.
 
“We already had interest in foster care among 
our faith family so giving them a place to get 
involved here at church has been big,” Oliver 
Jones said. “We have several families that have 
adopted so it’s front of mind for many here at 
church and Dustin was behind it from the get 
go, which was important. For us, foster care is a 
really critical way we can love our community.”
 
Northside officially kicked off their foster  
care ministry, called One Such Child, in spring 
of 2017.

Through the process, Northside has had a 
number of families express interest in fostering 
and also had several families join the church 

living outJames 1:27
after hearing about Northside’s partnership  
with FaithBridge.

They currently have two approved foster 
families, a few others still in the approval 
process, and Oliver and Ashley and their 
three biological children are an approved 
respite family. Their goal now is to build up 
their Community of Care in order to serve and 
support the foster families.
 
“Now that we have families actively fostering 
children, we’re excited to get more people 
involved and get more volunteers,” Oliver said. 
“It’s exciting to see the momentum growing 
behind [Northside’s foster care ministry]!”
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Jackson

Jackson

vision:
Our vision is for every foster 
child to experience the hope, 
healing and unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ. 

mission:
Our mission is to mobilize, 
organize and equip local 
churches to solve their 
community’s foster care crisis. 

Church Partners

Foster Families

Where
we

serve
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Board of Directors
Richard L. Jackson, Chairman

Wayne Stolz
Ronald Blue

Charles R. Evans 
Michael Kendrick
Laurence Powell
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2016 Operating  

REVENUE
Earned Revenue $2,904,511
Donated Revenue $1,878,980
Total Revenue  $4,783,491

OPERATING EXPENSES

Program Expenses $4,331,426
Mgmt & General $694,866
Fundraising  $5,192

 Meet  
Daisy

Daisy came to live with the Cox family when she 
was 4 years old. Her biological mom was only 14 
when she had her, and her biological dad was 
15. Both had extensive family problems. Her mom 
had been in and out of foster care for most of her 
childhood, and her dad began using drugs when he 
was 12. They attempted to parent but couldn’t.

Eventually the biological mom left Daisy with friends 
and did not return for three days, at which time they 
called DFCS and reported her abandoned. There 
was no one in her biological family who could or 
would take her to due to legal and drug issues.

God had a family waiting for her, though. Beth and 
Allan Cox immediately fell in love with Daisy and her 
big personality. 

By the time Daisy’s parents decided to surrender 
their parental rights, the Cox’s were certain they 
would adopt her if they could. And so they did.

“Daisy has brought a depth of joy to our home that 
is indescribable,” Beth said. “Every area of our lives 
has changed for the better! 

“There is such a need for competent, loving people 
to help these children who are in such need. 
We hope Daisy’s story will inspire others to get 
involved in foster care.”

FAITHBRIDGEFOSTERCARE.ORG 



Number of children

Number of placements

Number of days children 
have been in 

249,313

Number of churches or 
church partners supported

Number of individuals introduced to foster care

Number of children
REUNIFIED 

WITH FAMILY 

Number of foster  
families licensed 

Number of children served

1,000

Number of 
approved  
volunteers

Want to make an impact in a foster  
child’s life? To learn more about becoming  
a foster parent, getting your church involved,  
or financially supporting FaithBridge, visit 
www.faithbridgefostercare.org.


